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Pre-Convention on FEBRUARY 20, 2020

Arvin Ahmadi
5Friday Lunch: Arvin Ahmadi grew 
up outside Washington, DC. He 
graduated from Columbia University 
and has worked in the tech industry.  
His latest YA novel, Girl Gone Viral, 
traces a mystery pursued by a girl from 
Silicon Valley.

Aisha Saeed

John 
Gilstrap

5Saturday Dinner: John Gilstrap is 
the New York Times bestselling author 
of the Jonathan Grave thrillers. His 
previous books include Total Mayhem, 
Scorpion Strike, Hostage Zero, No 
Mercy, Six Minutes to Freedom, Scott 
Free, Even Steven, At All Costs, and 
Nathan’s Run, four of which were 
selections of the Literary Guild.

Kelly
Gallagher

The 
Get Lit 
Players

5Saturday Super Session: Kelly 
Gallagher is considered one of the 
leading voices in literacy education. 
Since 1985, he has devoted himself 
to the teaching of reading, writing, 
listening and speaking—first and 
foremost, as a high school ELA teacher 
in Anaheim, California, and also as a 
author/consultant who works with 
educators around the world.

5Friday Super Session: The Get Lit 
Players (GLPs) are an L.A.-based, 
award-winning youth poetry troupe 
and the most watched poets on the 
internet. They have collaborated with 
the United Nations, John Legend, the 
White House, and more, inspiring their 
peers to engage in their educations 
and their lives.

Troy
Hicks

5Sunday Super Session: Troy Hicks 
is a professor at Central Michigan 
University and focuses his work on 
the teaching of writing, literacy and 
technology, teacher education and 
professional development. Hicks 
directs CMU’s Chippewa River Writing 
Project. He will co-present with Poway 
USD teacher Dena Glynn.

Carol Jago
5Sunday Brunch: Carol Jago taught 
English in middle and high school for 
32 years and is associate director of 
the California Reading and Literature 
Project at UCLA. She served as 
president of the National Council 
of Teachers of English. She has 
published many books including her 
latest, The Book in Question: Why and 
How Reading Is in Crisis. Carol edits 
the CATE journal, California English.

5Saturday Lunch California Young 
Reader Medal (CYRM) Award 
Winner: Aisha Saeed, the New York 
Times bestselling author of Amal 
Unbound, is a Pakistani-American 
writer, teacher, and attorney. She is 
the author of Written in the Stars, the 
2019 CYRM winner of the young adult 
book category. Her other titles include 
Aladdin: Far from Agrabah, and Bilal 
Loves Daal. As a founding member of 
the nonprofit We Need Diverse Books, 
she is helping change the conversation 
about diverse books.

Super

Sessions SPEAKERS

AT MEALS

Leslie Seawright

5Saturday Lunch Speaker: Leslie 
Seawright is an assistant professor of 
English at Missouri State University. 
She has taught professional and 
technical writing courses as well as 
rhetoric and composition for a total 14 
years. Her most recent publications 
include the book, Genre of Power: 
Police Report Writers and Readers 
in the Justice System, about police 
writing practices, and several journal 
articles on transnational education and 
intercultural communication in writing 
programs (co-sponsored by NCTE).

InvestiCATE
3Friday Dinner: InvestiCATE! A team 
of teacher-actors from the California 
Educational Theatre Association will 
stage a live, interactive whodunnit 
mystery. Dinner guests will work in teams 
to gather evidence, interview suspects, 
and (hopefully!) solve the crime.

#investiCATE • Save the dates, register online, find out more at www.CATEweb.org
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CATE PRE-CONVENTION • Thursday, February 20, 2020
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Pre-convention registration includes:

•	 Morning Keynote: Michelle S. Pledger, Ed.D.
    San Marcos Writing Project Teacher Consultant and Co-Director, Share Your Learning Campaign, Project 

Co-Director, Deeper Learning Hub, Equity Deep Dive Facilitator

•	 Lunchtime Keynote: Betina Hsieh, Ph.D.
 Former Bay Area Writing Project Co-Director and Associate Professor, Teacher Education, Cal State Long 

Beach; Teacher, Curriculum Designer, Literacy Specialist

Three rounds of resource- and strategy-packed workshops led by CWP teacher leaders organized around the 
following possible thematic strands of Disrupting Texts, Disrupting Truths, Disrupting ELA,
Disrupting Power, and Disrupting Teaching. These workshops will further focus on the following topics:

•	 Developing	students’	abilities	to	present	arguments	and	use	evidence:	in	discussion	and	debate,
     in print and online, in school and in the community;
•	 Growing	students’	civic	engagement	by	inviting	them	to	research	issues	within	their	community	and
     to propose solutions;
•	 Supporting	student	interaction	with	challenging	texts,	perspectives,	and	issues	through	strategic
     use of print, digital, and multimodal sources;
•	 Tapping	into	digital	tools	that	enrich	teaching,	writing,	and	learning;
•	 Connecting	student	interests	and	social	engagement	to	academic	studies,	civic	participation,	college
     preparation, and career opportunity;
•	 Teaching	writing	and	literacy	practices	that	support	and	empower	activist	learners	and	civic	participation;
•	 Assessing	writing	in	ways	that	inspire	student	reflection,	persistence,	and	improvement;
•	 Addressing	California’s	new	standards—CCSS,	ELD,	NGSS,	History/Social	Science	Framework—through	

varied	writing	genres,	purposes,	and	contexts,	not	formulas.
•	 Morning	coffee/tea	and	luncheon	will	be	provided. 
Registration is a part of Package A or can be chosen as an “a la carte” item at CATEweb.org.

Disrupting Teaching, 
Texts, 
and Truths



Find the link to registration at www.CATEweb.org. Registration is managed by eventPower. 
REGISTRATION QUESTIONS? Email: cateregistrar@gmail.com

Registration for the convention includes access to super sessions, workshops, major speakers, and the exhibit hall. Meal 
events are extra (a la carte or part of package registrations). We hope online registration will make it easier for you to: 
• verify your own registration
• register as a group *
• order extra (guest) meals

There will be a $25 service charge on cancellations before December 18, 2019. There will be a $50 service charge for can-
cellations between 12/19/2019 and 2/1/2020. No refunds will be given after February 1, 2020 due to our position as a non-
profit organization, funded by teachers for teachers. Badges and convention materials must be picked up at check-in. 
Prices for all registrations increase after February 1, 2020.

CATE members get a $50 discount on registration, but 
you’ll need your membership # (see note at right).
If you can’t find your CATE membership number, you can e-mail our 
Membership Chair, Joan L. Williams, at joanlwilliams@gmail.com. 

Special “Double Feature” Session:
Movie Screening and Writing Workshop by Erin Gruwell 

Erin Gruwell is a teacher, an 
education activist, a Long Beach 
native, and the founder of the 
Freedom Writers Foundation.  
Erin and her students captured 
their collective journey in The 
Freedom Writers Diary. She 
created the Freedom Writer 
Methods, a progressive teaching 
philosophy and curricula 
designed to achieve excellence 
from all students. In a CATE-
exclusive double session, 
Erin will be screening her new 
documentary Freedom Writers: 
Voices from the Heart and 
leading a corresponding writing 
workshop.

*Group Registration: If your school is sending multiple registrants, use this feature. 
You can set up a “point person” for initiating the group registration (this could be a 
school finance clerk or a lead teacher). The point person sets up the group payment, 
then can send a link to the rest of the group to enter their registrations.

You can find your CATE membership # 
and expiration date on your mailing label on this flyer, 
or on your mailing label on an issue of California English; 
you’ll need it to get the $50 discount on registration!

HOW TO REGISTER ONLINE • Go to www.CATEweb.org

SESSION STRANDS FOR WORKSHOPS

CALIFORNIA
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Decide which type of registration you want. Remember, deduct $50 for current CATE members.

Package A • Thursday through Sunday (Pre-Convention and Convention Registration w/ 3 Lunches, 2 Dinners, 1 Brunch)  .$690
Package B • Friday through Sunday (Convention Registration w/ 2 Lunches, 2 Dinners, 1 Brunch)  ........................................$525 
Thursday California Writing Project Pre-Convention (with lunch) PLUS Fri.-Sun. Convention Registration (no meals)  ..........$460 
Thursday California Writing Project Pre-Convention (with lunch)  ................................................................................................$175
Friday-Sunday Convention Registration (does not include meals)  .............................................................................................$285
Friday One-Day Convention Pass (does not include meals)  .......................................................................................................$180
Saturday One-Day Convention Pass (includes Sunday) (does not include meals)  ...................................................................$180
Student Teachers: Friday-Sunday Convention Registration (does not include meals)  ..............................................................$135
A La Carte Meals ............................................................................................................................Lunch $55 each; Dinner $75 each

Registration does NOT include hotel accommodations. Please see the back of this flyer for hotel registration information.

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Multi-Modal ELA

ERWC (Expository Reading and Writing Course)

Elementary

English Learners

InvestiCATE: This strand will feature presenters who 
ask their students to investigate something, and the types 
of lessons or projects that frame their investigations.

Emphasis on Reading

Emphasis on Writing

Oral Performance/Theatre in the Classroom
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Thursday, February 20, 2020 
9:00 am-4:00 pm Pre-Convention (registration opens at 8:00 am)

Friday, February 21, 2020
7:00 am-5:00 pm CATE 2020 Registration
7:30 am-5:00 pm Exhibit Hall Open
8:00 am-9:15 am Super Session with The Get Lit Players
9:30 am-10:45 am Workshops Session A
11:00 am-12:15 pm Workshops Session B
12:30 am-2:30 pm Friday Luncheon with Arvin Ahmadi
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Exhibit Hall Dedicated Visitation Time
3:30 pm-4:45 pm Workshops Session C
5:00 pm-6:00 pm Meet Up Time for Councils
6:30 pm-9:00 pm Friday Night InvestiCATE: Crime Scene Dinner

Saturday, February 22, 2020
7:00 am-5:00 pm CATE 2020 Registration
7:30 am-3:15 pm Exhibit Hall Open
8:00 am-9:15 am Super Session with Kelly Gallagher
9:30 am-10:45 am Workshops Session D
11:00 am-12:15 pm Workshops Session E
12:30 am-2:30 pm Saturday CYRM Luncheon honoring 
 Aisha Saaed, with Leslie Seawright
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Final Chance to Visit the Exhibit Hall 
3:30 pm-4:45 pm Workshops Session F
6:30 pm-9:00 pm Saturday Night Banquet with John Gilstrap

Sunday, February 23, 2020
8:00 am-9:15 am Super Session with Troy Hicks and Dena Glynn
9:30 am-10:45 am CATE Town Hall Meeting/Annual Business Meeting
11:00 am-12:45 pm Sunday Brunch with Carol Jago

All convention events will be at the Los Angeles Airport 
Marriott, next to the airport in LA (LAX). 
Address: 5855 West Century Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90045

Discounted rate: $159/night (single or double)
(last day to book: 1/29/20 if rooms are not sold out)

You must use the contacts below in order to get the discounted room rates.

https://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-
travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=California Association of 

Teachers of English 2020 Annual Convention^LAXAP`CATCATA`159.
00`USD`true`4`2/19/20`2/23/20`1/29/20&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes

or call: 1-800-228-9290
Tell them you are with the California Association of Teachers of English.

Parking: Onsite parking adjacent to the hotel costs $15 per 
day. 

Credits are earned by attending one session per unit of 
credit and by writing a reflection describing what you learned 
from each session and how it applies to your own teaching 
practice. Up to three credits of professional development 
units from CSU Bakersfield will be available. Specific details 
will be available at the convention. Register for college credit 
in the registration area on-site at the convention.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTSHOTEL INFORMATION

INFO: www.CATEweb.org #investiCATE / #CATE2020

COLLEGE CREDIT

FEBRUARY
21-23, 
2020

LAX
MARRIOTT

California Association of Teachers of English
P.O. Box 23833
San Diego, CA 92193-3833


